
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ                                                                                  AS/SCP/2085 
 

Resolution to Defend Academic Freedom and Shared Governance  
 
To: Academic Senate, Santa Cruz Division 
 
Background: 
The wave of academic repression we are witnessing right now stands to permanently damage the 
mission and public role of the University of California and imperil its core commitment to 
academic freedom and longstanding tradition of shared governance. We note with alarm that 
since October 7, 2023, the UC Regents have attempted to implement policies that run roughshod 
over Senate guidance on departmental statements and faculty discipline. These top-down efforts 
to restructure the university uneasily mirror conservative assaults against the mandate of the 
public university and diversity in education more broadly. They distort the definition of 
academic freedom, which at its heart, is the protection of free and open inquiry, including the 
right to “address the larger community with regard to any matter of social, political, economic, or 
other interest.” We also condemn the scholasticide that has occurred in Palestine, where Israel 
has killed 439 academics, destroying 11 of 14 universities in Gaza. No pretense of academic 
freedom can exist for our Palestinian colleagues in light of these ongoing attacks. 
 
The current, wide-ranging attacks on faculty authority are operationalized through crackdowns 
on certain “unpopular” forms of speech and expression–particularly pro-Palestinian speech and 
expression. In their January meeting, the UC Regents introduced a policy that would disallow 
anyone other than the chair of the Board of Regents, the UC president, the chancellors, and the 
Academic Senate leadership from issuing statements on matters of “public import” on “official 
channels of communication maintained by the campuses, schools, departments, centers, units, 
and other entities.” Paired with this policy is the regents’ slated review of the policy regarding 
the discipline and dismissal of faculty. This is particularly worrying given mounting threats to 
academic freedom, including UC President Michael Drake’s misguided remarks on the need to 
support a “viewpoint neutral” history of the Middle East. We reject any conflation between 
religion and political belief and affirm the imperative of shared governance. 
 
The Council of UC Faculty Associations (CUCFA) and the American Association of University 
Professors (AAUP) have pointed to a deeply concerning trend of deteriorating academic freedom 
after October 7, with universities “acceding to external political pressures and demands for 
political censorship” rather than “protecting the academic community’s central mission of 
education, research, and service to the broader society and to the public good.” The Council of 
UC Faculty Associations (CUCFA) has similarly expressed dismay at the “chilling climate 
across the United States, and increasingly on UC campuses.”  
  
The university must furnish a space of critique, especially during times of crisis. We underscore 
the fact that multiple campuses in our system, including our own, have led the way in rethinking 

https://www.aaup.org/news/academic-freedom-times-war
https://www.aaup.org/report/protecting-independent-faculty-voice-academic-freedom-after-garcetti-v-ceballos
https://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/jan24/j3attach1.pdf
https://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/jan24/b1.pdf
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/press-room/uc-president-michael-v-drake-md-opening-remarks-november-15-regents-meeting
https://www.aaup.org/news/polarizing-times-demand-robust-academic-freedom
https://cucfa.org/2023/11/letter-on-academic-freedom-and-palestine/
https://cucfa.org/2023/11/letter-on-academic-freedom-and-palestine/
https://apo.ucsc.edu/news-events/campus_memos/08-11-23-cap-cpevc-community-engaged-scholarship.html
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and revising personnel evaluation standards to account for the significance and value of engaged 
scholarship within a democratic society. It is a given that the University of California is 
strengthened by the research, teaching, and service–including public intellectual work–of 
scholars who work on topics that are politically sensitive and matters of urgent public import. 
The foundation of such engaged scholarship is academic freedom. It is no coincidence that 
faculty who do engaged scholarship are disproportionately the most structurally vulnerable. At 
UC Santa Cruz, social justice is identified as central to the mission of our campus. Advancing 
this laudable goal, however, requires that scholars are free to conduct their research and teaching 
in accordance with their expertise and free from intimidation or harassment when addressing 
topics that could be considered controversial. While faculty who speak in support of Palestinians 
are currently facing particular threats, we defend the right of our colleagues to teach and write on 
a variety of issues, including structural racism, gender inequality, and climate justice.  
 
WHEREAS: Academic freedom has come under chilling attacks after October 7, 2023, both at 
the University of California and more generally; 
 
WHEREAS: UC faculty members and students who have criticized Israel’s war crimes in 
Palestine have been particularly targeted for repression;  
 
WHEREAS: Many senate faculty teach and research subjects – including but not limited to the 
Middle East – that could be viewed as politically controversial; and  
 
WHEREAS: The UC/UCSC mission is to encourage free debate and promote social justice. 
  
Therefore be it resolved: The Academic Senate calls on the administration to actively defend 
academic freedom by affirming the right to teach, conduct research, participate in institutional 
decision-making and do the work of public scholarship free from intimidation or harassment; to 
formally condemn the interference of outside organizations who wage harassment campaigns 
and encourage threats, doxxing, and harm against UC faculty and other members of the 
university community; to resist any measures from the UC Regents to introduce disciplinary 
procedures that exceed the current rules for shared governance laid out in the Senate bylaws and 
APM 15; and to protect the rights and freedoms of students, including participating in 
associations to advance their common interests. 
  
Respectfully submitted; 
The Center for Labor and Community  
The Center for Racial Justice 
Faculty for Justice in Palestine 
The Santa Cruz Faculty Association (SCFA) 
 

https://communityengagement.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Tenure-and-Promotion-Policy-for-Engaged-Scholarship-Report-10_12_21.pdf
https://www.ucsc.edu/mission-and-vision/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/article/deans-statement-canary-mission/
https://www.ucop.edu/academic-personnel-programs/_files/apm/apm-015.pdf
https://www.ucop.edu/academic-personnel-programs/_files/apm/apm-015.pdf
https://www.ucop.edu/academic-personnel-programs/_files/apm/apm-015.pdf
https://www.aaup.org/report/joint-statement-rights-and-freedoms-students
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Nameera Akhtar, Professor, Psychology 
Jordi Aladro, Professor, Literature 
Jon Ayon Alonso, Assistant Professor, Film and Digital Media 
Alison Hope Alkon, Associate Teaching Professor, Community Studies and Sociology 
Peter Alvaro, Associate Professor, Computer Science and Engineering 
Mark Amengual, Professor, Languages and Applied Linguistics 
Mark Anderson, Professor, Anthropology 
Bettina Aptheker, Distinguished Professor Emerita, Feminist Studies 
Amy Argenal, Assistant Teaching Professor, Sociology 
Anjali Arondekar, Feminist Studies and Founding Director of the Center for South Asian Studies 
Gabriela Arredondo, Associate Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies 
Noriko Aso, Associate Professor, History 
Sophia Azeb, Assistant Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Margarita Azmitia Professor of Psychology 
Banu Bargu, Professor, History of Consciousness 
Karen Barad, Professor, Feminist Studies 
Claudie Beaulieu, Associate Professor, Ocean Sciences 
Jonathan Beecher, Professor Emeritus, History 
Dorian Bell, Associate Professor, Literature 
Chris Benner, Professor, Environmental Studies and Sociology 
Eva Bertram, Associate Professor, Politics Department 
Hunter Bivens, Associate Professor, Literature 
Courtney Bonam, Assistant Professor, Psychology and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
George Bunch, Professor, Education 
mattie brice, Assistant Professor, Games for Transformational Racial Justice and Performance, 
Play and Design 
David Brundage, Professor Emeritus, History 
micha cárdenas, Associate Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies and Performance, Play 
and Design 
Pedro Castillo, Professor Emeritus, History 
Iokepa Casumbal-Salazar, Assistant Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
J. Mijin Cha, Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies 
Christopher Chen, Associate Professor, Literature 
Alan Christy, Professor, History 
Christopher Connery, Professor, Literature 
Robert Coe, Professor Emeritus of Earth and Planetary Sciences 
Vilashini Cooppan, Professor, Literature and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
E.G. Crichton, Professor Emerita, Art 
Muriam Haleh Davis, Associate Professor, History 
T. J. Demos, Professor, History of Art and Visual Culture 
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Jennifer Derr, Associate Professor, History and Founding Director of the Center for the Middle 
East and North Africa (CMENA) 
Martin Devecka, Associate Professor, Literature 
Maria Elena Diaz, Associate Professor, History 
Lindsey Dillon, Assistant Professor, Sociology 
James Doucet-Battle, Associate Professor, Sociology 
Joseph ᎧᎾᏘ Erb, Assistant Professor, Film and Digital Media  
Jeffrey Erbig, Associate Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies 
Alegra Eroy-Reveles, Associate Professor of Teaching, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Madeleine Fairbairn, Associate Professor, Environmental Studies 
Carolina Flores, Assistant Professor, Philosophy 
Carla Freccero, Professor, Literature 
Anna Friz, Associate Professor, Film and Digital Media 
Hiroshi Fukurai, Professor, Sociology and Legal Studies 
Patty Gallagher, Performance, Play and Design 
Kristen Gillette, Assistant Teaching Professor, Performance, Play and Design 
Amy Mihyang Ginther, Associate Professor, Performance, Play and Design 
Kathleen Cruz Gutierrez, Assistant Professor, History 
Camilo Gomez-Rivas, Associate Professor, Literature 
Jennifer Gonzalez, Professor, History of Art and Visual Culture 
Deborah Gould, Professor, Sociology 
Miriam Greenberg, Professor of Sociology 
Kirsten Silva Gruesz, Professor, Literature 
Julie Guthman, Professor, Community Studies, Sociology 
Judith Habicht-Mauche, Professor Emerita, Anthropology 
Camilla Hawthorne, Associate Professor, Sociology and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Margo Hendricks, Professor Emerita Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Jennifer Horne, Associate Professor, Film & Digital Media 
Christine Hong, Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies and Literature 
Donna Hunter, Professor Emerita, History of Art and Visual Culture 
Rekia Jibrin, Assistant Professor, Education 
Catherine Jones, Associate Professor, History 
Caitlin Keliiaa, Assistant Professor, History 
Jennifer Kelly, Associate Professor, Feminist Studies and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
René Espinoza Kissell, Assistant Professor, Education 
Amy Krauss, Visiting Assistant Professor, Feminist Studies 
Regina Day Langhout, Professor, Psychology 
Kimberly Lau, Professor, Literature 
Alexie Leauthaud, Associate Professor, Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Marisol Lebron, Associate Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies and Feminist Studies 
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Cynthia Ling Lee, Associate Professor, Performance, Play and Design 
Fernando Leiva, Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies 
Cynthia Lewis, Professor, Education 
Peter Limbrick, Professor, Film and Digital Media 
Ronnie Lipschutz, Professor Emeritus, Politics 
Xavier Livermon, Associate Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Amy Lonetree, Professor, History Department 
Flora Lu, Professor, Environmental Studies 
Nidhi Mahajan, Assistant Professor, Anthropology 
Adriana Manago, Associate Professor, Psychology 
Marc Matera, Professor, History 
Dean Mathiowetz, Associate Professor, Politics 
Andrew S. Mathews, Professor, Anthropology 
Tanya Merchant, Associate Professor, Music 
Nick Mitchell, Associate Professor, Feminist Studies and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Jennifer Mogannam, Assistant Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Maywa Montenegro, Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies 
Megan Moodie, Associate Professor, Anthropology 
Eréndira Quintana Morales, Assistant Professor, Anthropology 
Madhavi Murty, Associate Professor, Feminist Studies 
Dard Neuman, Associate Professor, Music 
Sara Niedzwiecki, Associate Professor, Politics 
Fuifuilupe Niumeitolu, Assistant Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Natalia Ocampo-Peñuela, Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies 
Marcia Ochoa, Associate Professor, Performance, Play and Design 
Gregory E. O'Malley, Professor, History 
Nico Orlandi, Professor, Philosophy Department 
Laurie Palmer, Professor, Art 
Jennifer Parker, Professor, Art 
Eleonora Pasotti, Professor, Politics 
Josephine H. Pham, Assistant Professor, Education 
Patricia Pinho, Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies 
Kailani Polzak, Assistant Professor, History of Art and Visual Culture 
Eric Porter, Professor, History, History of Consciousness, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Catherine Ramírez, Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies 
Enrico Ramirez-Ruiz, Professor, Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Alicia Riley, Assistant Professor, Sociology 
Kathryn E. Ringland, Assistant Professor, Computational Media 
Lisa Rofel, Professor Emerita, Anthropology 
Roberto de Roock, Assistant Professor, Education 
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Felicity Amaya Schaeffer, Professor, Feminist Studies and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Roger Schoenman, Associate Professor, Politics 
Vanita Seth, Politics, Associate Professor 
Katherine Seto, Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies 
Thomas Serres, Assistant Professor, Politics 
Juned Shaikh, Associate Professor, History 
Savannah Shange, Associate Professor, Anthropology 
Kriti Sharma, Assistant Professor, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Nirvikar Singh, Professor, Economics 
Norman Su, Associate Professor, Computational Media 
Amanda M. Smith, Associate Professor, Literature 
Shelley Stamp, Professor, Film and Digital Media 
Beth Stephens, Professor, Art 
Elaine Sullivan, Associate Professor, History 
David Graham Sweet, Professor Emeritus, History 
Elizabeth Swensen, Associate Professor, Performance, Play and Design 
Jessica Taft, Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies 
Megan Thomas, Associate Professor, Politics 
Jennifer Tseng, Assistant Professor, Literature and Creative Writing 
Anna Tsing, Professor, Anthropology 
Gina Athena Ulysse, Professor, Feminist Studies 
Amy Vidali, Associate Teaching Professor, Writing Program 
Yiman Wang, Professor, Film and Digital Media 
Hannah Waterhouse, Assistant Professor, Agroecology and Watershed Ecology 
Marianne Weems, Professor, Performance, Play and Design 
Rob Wilson, Professor, Literature and Creative Writing 
Ronaldo V. Wilson, Literature, Creative Writing, Critical Race and Ethnic Studies  
Scott Winton, Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies 
Karen Tei Yamashita, Professor Emerita, Literature and Creative Writing 
Alice Yang, Associate Professor, History and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies 
Patricia Zavella, Professor Emerita, Latin American and Latino Studies 
Zoe Zhao, Assistant Professor, Sociology Department 
Zac Zimmer, Associate Professor, Literature 
 
February 28, 2024 
 


