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February 21, 2017 

 
Present: Steve Whittaker (chair), Karen Bassi, Grace Peña Delgado, Todd Lowe, Gustavo Vasquez, Ahmet Ali Yanik, 
Daniel Oliver (GSR), Scott Brandt (Vice Chancellor for Research) 
 
Absent: Fernando Leiva, Daniel Costa (F,W), Longzhi Lin 
 
Announcements  
Chair debriefed members on the UCORP meeting. The State of California has passed a bill restricting use of state funding in 
certain states. The Office of the President is undertaking reviews of multi-research unit, which includes the campus Dicken’s 
Project, in a systemwide effort to clarify and clean up the definition of multi-research unit. 
 
The Office of the President and the national research labs (Livermore and Alamo) will draft a white to paper to explain the 
organizations’ research benefit to the United States. The issues of open/closed research will be discussed (29% of faculty are 
not citizens) along with questions about restricting research access to specific nations and conducting research that does not 
involve publication.  
 
Standing Guest, Vice Chancellor for Research Scott Brant 
VCR Brandt updated the committee on the status of Center of Excellence’s proposal. It seems the administration is unwilling 
to commit the required funding for the initiative. He is are updating the proposal to make it more flexible and the required 
start-up funds to be lower. There is an opportunity to meet with the new CP/EVC in April and VCR Brant would like to 
showcase the proposal as an important initiative. Members shared that they appreciated the “bottom up” nature of the 
proposal, as opposed to the down approach from the administration and hopes that does not get lost in the revision of the 
proposal.  
 
The Office for Research routinely receives requests from faculty regarding indirect cost (effective rate is 28%) that is forward 
to the Office of the President for approval and recently they have given the authority to approve on campus. OR will draft a 
policy for the Chancellor to review, noting that it was apply to research facility but not to salary or foundation grants and it 
will apply to research facility although it will not apply to salary nor are foundation grants. For federal grant the overhead is 
required but for the state of California it is different, the Office of the President is currently negotiating the terms. 
California’s Department of Food & Agriculture indirect cost will be going up 5% per year from 25% until it reaches 40% and 
other departments in the state will create their own policy giving the preferred rate.  
 
Continued Research Grant Adjudication 
Members spent the remainder of the meeting adjudicating the faculty research grant and began the initial review of the 
special research grant.  
 


