
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ ACADEMIC SENATE 
 

 

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY AND SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION 

MINUTES 

Thursday, October 25, 2018 

11:45am-1:15 p.m., 4221 McHenry Library 

 

Present: Alessia Cecchet (Graduate Student Rep) Chris Chen, Elizabeth Cowell, (University 

Librarian, ex officio), Brent Haddad, Rebecca Hurdis (Senate Analyst), Justin Marion, Karen 

Ottemann, (Chair), Abe Stone. 

 

Absent: Don Brenneis, Ann Hubble (LAUC Vice Chair), Rachel Jaffe (LAUC Chair), Kelsey 

Mcdaid (Undergraduate Rep) 

 

Guest: Librarian Greg Caraega 

 

I. Announcements and Members’ Items  

Committee approved the Minutes for 10/11/18.   

 

University Librarian provided an update about the Journal Cancellation Survey.  She stated that 

there has been activity and engagement with the survey.  There has been feedback regarding the 

“rollover data function” within the survey. University Librarian Cowell sent out a follow up email 

to faculty.  Members discussed COLASC sending out an additional email of support encouraging 

faculty to participate for better return in response.  

 

Action:  

University Librarian will find out when the system automatically sends out reminders so that 

COLASC can stagger out messaging.   

 

Committee members discussed the recent UCSC Emerti Association Newsletter that was 

distributed that featured an article titled, “UCSC Science and Engineering Library Collection 

Demolition.”  The conversation remarked on the inflammatory tone to the SE renovations and 

description of the BCS process.  COLASC discussed that it had inaccurate information; e.g.  stated 

that there wasn’t faculty participation, however the Academic Senate (CPB) had been  invited to 

send a member.  The emeriti article also seemed to view the BCA as a finished plan, when it is 

more along the lines of a concept. Committee members discussed the best way to help everyone 

learn more about what happened, what had been learned, and where planning is now. .   

 

Action:  

COLASC will consider writing a letter that points out the inaccuracy of this article.  The University 

Librarian will ask Peggy Delaney for the letter regarding the BCA and Academic Senate 

participation.  COLASC will review the current S and E Library information provided by UCSC.  

 

II. Professor Nauenberg’s Proposal Regarding the Lick Collection  

Professor Nauenberg proposed that the volumes of the Lick Collection that have been transferred 

to Special Collections be returned to the S&E Library.   
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University Librarian provided the historical context for this proposal.  She informed the committee 

that in 1967 Lick Laboratory materials were sent to UCSC McHenry Library.  When the books 

were sent from Lick to UCSC, there was never a catalog of the items.  At the time that UCSC 

acquired them, there was poor library management in that the entire collection was put on open 

shelves.  Some of these books are extremely valuable ($60,000-$167,000).  During the 2015-16 

S&E Library collections events, the more valuable books were moved to Special Collections to 

keep them stored properly and safely. These can be accessed there.   

 

Professor Nauenberg would like the texts returned so that library patrons are able to freely browse.  

COLASC members expressed s concerned that based on the value of this collection and 

considerations of environmental control (e.g. temperature, moisture, etc.) that it was not 

appropriate to return the entire collection to open shelves.  

 

Action: 

COLASC has received the request and Chair Ottemann will respond.    

  

III. Science & Engineering Library Space Utilization 

Before taking the tour of the S&E Library, Librarian Greg Caraega came to speak to COLASC 

about the renovations. 

 

Librarian Careaga explained how the $5 million donation in honor of Sandra Faber will be spent:  

 

● A significant part of this donation will be on infrastructure.  The HVAC system needs 

major renovation and improvement.  Additionally, it will improve access to electrical 

outlets and also bathroom infrastructure.  

● 10% of the donation is designated for new furniture.  Library will make plans to gain  

faculty and student input.   

● There are currently 360 seats available and after the renovation, there will be 500 seats.  

The entire 3rd floor will be student seating. 500 is the max in the current library due to the 

points of egress. 

 

Renovation for the library will begin June 2019 and completion is anticipated for January 2020.   

 

IV.  Tour of Science and Engineering Library with Librarian Greg Careaga 

Committee members took a tour of S&E library to orient to the space, how it is being organized 

and utilized, and where the renovations will be taking place.  It also featured the Active Learning 

Classroom and HSI and STEM space.   
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