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Consultation with Interim CP/EVC Herbert Lee re Science & Engineering Library  
Interim CP/EVC Herbert Lee met with the committee to provide background and context to the Science & Engineering 
Library issues. He informed members that the national trend for libraries is changing.  Libraries are not just collections of 
print volumes, they function as a repository of information of all types. He believes that our campus is behind the curve with 
this trend and that we have a lot of inactive physical space. The committee raised their concern about shared governance and 
that faculty needs will not be met in the new library landscape. CP/EVC Lee stated that it should be a collaborative process. 
He acknowledged that the consultation process for the Science & Engineering Library de-duplication project could have been 
improved. Due to the rush to create space, the magnitude and scope of the books removed from the Science & Engineering 
Library caught many by surprise. Members inquired why it was not possible to give away the books and he responded that 
there are specific rules and processes that require an inordinate amount of staff and legal commitment. A member asked what 
it would take to increase the funding and make a stronger commitment to the Library. CP/EVC Lee responded that it’s not 
possible because there are many priorities to balance, especially mandates from the Office of the President.  
  
CP/EVC Lee noted that there are no-underutilized spaces on campus; therefore, they had to undertake the project at the 
Science & Engineering Library to create space for students. The committee noted if the function of the Library is changing to 
include a café, classrooms, and meeting spaces could it still be called a library or had its purposes changed too much to retain 
that label. The administration is depending on grants from foundations and individual donors to fund the Science & 
Engineering Library renovations and a member asked about the space for the Senate to communicate their needs. CP/EVC 
Lee shared that now is the time to communicate since they will need to be opportunistic to receive a donor’s funds. A 
member pointed out that some research shows that students learn better from reading print copies rather than digital and that 
this impacts teaching and collaborating and should be taken into account in planning for the library.  Members ended the 
discussion by reemphasizing the importance of the library for the campus. The committee expressed their frustration that the 
Science & Engineering Library issue came about due to a rushed process to address the structural issue of limited space. 
 
Executive Session  
Members reviewed and discussed the report for the Senate meeting and the Science & Engineering Library Renovation 
Business Case Analysis. 


