
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ ACADEMIC SENATE 
 

 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 

MINUTES 

April 15, 2020  

10:40 a.m.-1:10 p.m. 

Zoom re COVID 19 Campus Closure 

 

Present: Douglas Bonett, Manel Campus, Provost Representative, Marlena De Castro (SUA Student 

Representative),  Kate Edmunds, Joy Hagen (NSTF Representative), Lindsay Hinck (CCI Chair, ex 

officio), Rebecca Hurdis (Senate Analyst), Dongwook Lee, Ronnie Lipschutz, Pradip Mascharak, 

Richard Montgomery, Onuttom Narayan (Chair), Tonya Ritola WouldGo, Tchad Sanger (University 

Registrar, ex-officio), Matt Wagers 

 

Guests: Deputy Registrar Margie Claxton, Associate Registrar Kalin McGraw, Preceptor’s 

Representative Winnie Tang 

 

I. Consent Agenda  

The following were approved: 

● Minutes for 04/08/20 

● Letters: 

○ CEP to Film and Digital Media Chair re Production Concentration  

○ CEP to VPAA re Education, Democracy and Justice Proposed B.A. Major 

○ CEP to MCDB re Missing Grades  

○ CEP to ASC Lau and CPB Chair Schumm re Faculty Teaching Across Departments  

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent out. 

 

II. Post-Consultation with Admissions Director Yang re Unarticulated Courses 

The committee discussed the process for campus to determine unarticulated courses from prospective 

transfer students who have completed courses that are not formally articulated but may be equivalent  

to major screening courses.  This applies to any case where the course-sponsoring and major-

sponsoring departments are different.  

 

The committee determined that course equivalency should be assessed by the course sponsoring unit. 

To reduce workload, the committee strongly recommended that the results of such assessment should 

be recorded in ASSIST or a local system, so that Admissions would not have to ask departments about 

the same course repeatedly. The committee also suggested that it might be possible to route files 

between departments instead of involving Admissions at every step. The committee pointed out that, 

with better scheduling and perhaps delaying transfer students enrolling in fall courses, it may be 

possible to avoid departments entering credit for transferred courses informally in AIS, followed by 

Admissions entering credit formally.  

 

 The committee also discussed the alternative scenario, when a student has not completed all their 

required courses but a holistic assessment might indicate that they should be admitted. Such decisions 

should be made by the major-sponsoring unit. If such a student is admitted, they should not be given 

“Other Credit” for the missing course. 

 

As a related matter, the committee discussed whether the current CEP policy that requires departments 

to ignore at least one failing grade in Major Qualification courses should be continued. In particular, 
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a student who passes a course with a C seems to be worse off than a student who fails the course. The 

current policy was enacted because students come from diverse backgrounds and suffer unexpected 

events in their lives, and holding one failing grade against them seemed unreasonable. After 

discussion, the committee felt that this should remain unchanged, unless data is presented suggesting 

a more effective approach that also takes into account the concern that motivated the current policy. 

In the special case of the Human Biology major, where a student has to obtain a C+ grade in each 

major qualification course separately, a single C grade can disqualify them from the major; CEP 

decided that the department should either move to the standard approach of requiring a GPA in their 

Major Qualification courses, or handle such cases by appeal. 

 

Action:  Correspondence will be reviewed at the  next meeting.  

 

III. Music Revised Program Statement and Proposed New Concentration in Contemporary 

Practices  

The committee deferred the revised music program statement.   

 

The committee discussed the Music department’s proposed new concentration in contemporary 

practices.   Members did not draw the same conclusions as CPB in regards to possibly needing more 

support.  It was felt that the Chair could  maintain the standard practice of working with faculty to 

create a coherent calendar of leaves that does not impact the proposed plan. 

 

Action: Correspondence to be sent to the department and information will be updated in CAT once 

reviewed.  Correspondence regarding the proposed concentration in contemporary practices to be sent 

to the VPAA.  

 

IV.   Stevenson College   

The committee discussed the continuation of STEV 2 as a college requirement. In 2015-16, CEP 

decided that all colleges would have a one-quarter College Core course. Stevenson College has 

retained its two-quarter core course (which used to be a three-quarter course in the past). At CEP’s 

request, IRAPS has completed a survey of Stevenson alumni about the importance of the second 

quarter of the Stevenson Core course. The response rate was poor, but the respondents were strongly 

positive.  

 

After discussion, the committee agreed that there was no reason why the slight variability that would 

result from having a two-quarter core requirement at one college would be harmful, if it could be 

ensured that students whose schedules would be overburdened by this would not be placed in 

Stevenson College. The college and CEP agreed last year that students in the Multilingual Curriculum 

would be exempt from STEV 2, and that the college program statement in the General Catalog and 

the college website would advise students in majors with a lot of course requirements to consider 

carefully if a two-quarter core would work for them. In addition, it was agreed that when Admissions 

are placing frosh, proposed STEM majors — who have more major requirements in general — should 

not be placed into Stevenson unless they indicate it as their first or second preference college. 

 

Action: Chair will inquire with the office of Admissions about placement of incoming Frosh to 

Stevenson. 
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V. FTE Recommendation 

The committee discussed the FTE requests from Social Sciences, Physical and Biological Sciences, 

Humanities and School of Engineering.   

 

Action:  Correspondence will be sent to the CPB Chair.   

 

 

Committee on Educational Policy, 2019 - 20 


