
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ ACADEMIC SENATE 
 

 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 

MINUTES 

January 29, 2020 

10:40 a.m.-1:10 p.m. 

307 Kerr Hall 

 

Present: Douglas Bonett, Manel Campus, Provost Representative, Kate Edmunds, Joy Hagen (NSTF 

Representative),  Lindsay Hink (CCI Chair, ex officio), Rebecca Hurdis (Senate Analyst), 

Dongwook Lee, Ronnie Lipschutz, Pradip Mascharak, Richard Montgomery, Onuttom Narayan 

(Chair), Tonya Ritola, Tchad Sanger (University Registrar, ex-officio), Matt Wagers 

 

Guests: Deputy Registrar Margie Claxton, Preceptor’s Representative Winnie Tang 

 

Absent: Associate Registrar Kalin McGraw 

 

I.        Consent Agenda  

The following were approved: 

● Program Statement Letters 

○ Feminist Studies  

○ Literature 

○ Psychology  

● CEP to VPDUE re AVPADC 

● CEP to VPDUE re CSP 

● CEP to VPAA re Applied Math BS  

● CEP to Senate Chair re UCDC Review Report 

● CEP toVPAA re Environmental Geology Discontinuance   

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent. 

 

II. Transcripting Orientation: Guest Council of Provosts Chair Alan Christy 

Earlier this year, CEP received a proposal from the VPDUE to award academic credit for summer 

orientation programs. The committee had reservations about the proposal.  

 

COP Chair Christy updated the committee on efforts by the colleges in this direction. He discussed 

existing summer recommendations for incoming frosh students that suggest reading two books and 

writing two essays.  This has been helpful for CORE instructors to assess students, as well as to create 

an intellectual culture.  This past year’s online Summer Orientation is also not required but strongly 

recommended. This past summer, it had an extremely high completion rate.  Because of the value of 

summer orientation and the enrollment shortfall, providing academic credits/units for summer 

enrollment could be beneficial.   

 

Action:   The committee will discuss this issue at the following meeting. 

  

III. BME Program Statement Review  

The committee reviewed the proposed changes to the program statement for the Biomolecular 

Engineering and Bioinformatics (BMEB) B.S. degree in the 2020-21 General Catalog. The proposed 

changes would increase the requirements for both concentrations in the major to among the highest 
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for all majors at UCSC, comparable to the Electrical Engineering B.S. and Robotics B.S.  The 

committee noted the department’s argument that this was necessary to apply for accreditation, and 

decided that it was willing to approve the increased requirements, with some adjustments, if ABET 

accreditation would be sought in four years. The committee also requested the department to submit 

a proposal for a B.A. program to provide a pathway for students who were unable to meet the 

expectations of the enhanced B.S. and to reduce the major qualification requirements slightly to make 

them comparable to Electrical Engineering or Robotics. The committee will work with IRAPS to see 

if early guidance can be provided for proposed BMEB majors who are unlikely to qualify for the 

major.  

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent to the department chair and manager.  

 

VI. Program Statement Review  

The committee discussed reviewed the following departments and programs: Film and Digital Media, 

Sociology, Chemistry, Anthropology and CMPM.  

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent to department chairs and managers.   

 

V.   Proposed Priority for ROTC Students 

University Registrar requested to include Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) as a participant in 

priority enrollment.  UCSC students wanting to participate in the ROTC program do so through cross 

town agreements with San Jose State University and Santa Clara University which offer ROTC 

program. Priority enrollment may help alleviate the travel and scheduling problems ROTC students 

face.  There are currently three students enrolled in the program.  Priority enrollment would only 

apply if the student is active in the ROTC program.  The Office of the Registrar will develop a system 

to monitor participation.    

 

Action:  The committee approves this request and correspondence to be sent to the University 

Registrar.  
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