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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 

MINUTES 

January 8, 2020 

10:40 a.m.-1:10 p.m. 

307 Kerr Hall 

  

  

Present: Douglas Bonett, Manel Campus, Provost Representative, Kate Edmunds, Joy Hagen (NSTF 

Representative), Lindsay Hink (CCI Chair, ex officio), Rebecca Hurdis (Senate Analyst), Dongwook 

Lee, Ronnie Lipschutz, Pradip Mascharak, Richard Montgomery, Onuttom Narayan (Chair), Tonya 

Ritola, Tchad Sanger (University Registrar, ex-officio), Matt Wagers 

 

Guests: Deputy Registrar Margie Claxton, Associate Registrar Kalin McGraw, Preceptor’s 

Representative Winnie Tang 

 

 

I.        Consent Agenda  

The following were approved: 

● 11/20/19 and 1204/19 Minutes  

● Revised Catalog Rights Policy  

● Posthumous Certificate for Varun Sethi 

 

Chair announced that UCEP is inquiring about using preferred names in issuing degrees. The UR 

discussed from a records management point of view, the later consequences this could potentially 

have after leaving the institution. Currently, the Regents’ policy is that only the legal name can appear 

on a UC diploma.  The committee discussed how it would be better for students to change their legal 

name if they wanted a diploma with their preferred name, since the legal name has many other 

implications. The university should advise students about this, and provide students who wish to 

change their legal name with help with the process. Preferred name diplomas should only be issued 

to students who request that the name be used on their diploma. The question of how replacement 

diplomas should be handled was also discussed.  

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent to UCEP Chair.   

 

II. Consultation with AVP Undergraduate Advising Stacey Skeo-Rosener  

AVP Sketo-Rosener presented to the committee regarding updating advising clusters, as they are 

currently not seen as effective.  When an undergraduate student enters the university they select an 

advising cluster to help them explore potential majors.  The clusters are currently Business and 

Economics, Education, Environmental Policy, Science and Sustainability, Human Psychology, 

Culture and Society, Languages, Literature and Communications, Liberals Arts and Area Studies, 

Life and Health Sciences, Physical Sciences and Math, and Visual and Performing Arts and Media.  

There isn’t currently a cluster for Engineering.  The nine clusters need to be redeveloped so that they 

are relevant and effective.  Ideally, first-year planners would accompany each cluster but it isn’t 

possible for all clusters. Committees’ feedback included: 

● What should a cluster be?  What new ones should be added? 

● Collaboration with the Career Center? 

● Communication to students? 
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● How to have this embraced by the whole campus since it previously wasn’t?  

 

Action:   Committee will review the proposed clusters and the associated first-year planners in late 

February when AVP Skeo-Rosener has finalized the draft.   

  

III. Classroom Utilization and Availability: Implications for New Programs  

The committee reviewed data about classroom utilization to determine the implications for the 

approval of new programs.  The data looking at classroom space in 2019 indicates that current 

classroom is close to being completely saturated.  CEP does not see how it is able to continue to 

approve new programs that require additional physical classroom space in an academic term and a 

size where there is already severe congestion. After discussion of factors like the uneven demand for 

classrooms at different times of the day, variability from one year to the next, and possible growth in 

the demand for rooms from existing programs, the committee agreed that more than 90% utilization 

should be considered as severe congestion. 

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent to iCP/EVC and VPAA.    

  

IV. Program Statement Review  

The committee reviewed the undergraduate program statements for the departments of MCD Biology, 

ECE, Economics, HAVC, and Linguistics.  The statistics minor was also reviewed. 

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent to department chairs and managers.   

 

V. Proposal for Concentration in Accounting in Business Management Economics B.A. 

The committee reviewed the Economics department resubmission to create an Accounting 

concentration (first received in 2017-18).  This would be limited to BMEC majors.  The committee 

found the proposal to be well structured with accounting courses that are relevant for a clearly defined 

career path.  However, the committee felt that for transfer students, the requirements were quite 

burdensome.  For approval, the committee will request removing an elective course and one of the 

two Computer Literacy courses.   

 

Action:  Correspondence to be sent to the VPAA.     
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