
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ ACADEMIC SENATE 
 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 
11 am-1:30 p.m., Kerr Hall, Room 307 

 
Present: Jeff Bury, Ben Carson (Provost Rep.) Patrick Chuang, Joy Hagen (NTSF Rep.), Suresh Lodha, 
Onuttom Narayan, (Chair), Francis Nimmo, Tchad Sanger (Registrar, ex-officio), Tonya Ritola, Megan 
Thomas, Kim Van Le (Senate Analyst).Susanna Wrangell (Senate Analyst), Jessica Xu (SUA Rep.). 

Absent: Noriko Aso (CCI Chair, ex-officio), Burcu Birol (SUA Rep.), Rob Wilson. 
 
Guest: Associate Registrar Claxton, Kalin McGraw Preceptor Representative 
 
I. Announcements & Members Items 
UC Riverside has waived all major requirements for transfer students for incoming students as 
announced by the Campus Provost. 
Chair Narayan requested members to review a letter VPDUE Hughey will be sending out to some 
departments concerning their policies regarding access for transfer students, to see if CEP endorses his 
recommendations. 
 
 
UCEP Meeting Debrief: 

● Examining systemwide campus training for GSI/TA graduate student instructors and assistants. 
CITL is designing a training program for summer GSIs, CEP will send a request to the Director 
Greene to meet with the committee. 

● Posthumous degree requirement, review for standardization and common policy for all campuses 
to adopt; at UCSC we also offer a certificate. 

 
SAP: 

● The Senate will review the final proposal in June, only available to Senate committee faculty 
with compensation during the summer provided by the EVC 

The Dean of Engineering has announced a re-shaping plan and the Senate is expected to review later this 
quarter.  The Associate Registrar expressed concern with logistics as every major and course is tied to an 
existing department.  
 
 
Consent Agenda 

● Program statement letters to CS, LALS, EE, Sustainability, and Anthropology were approved. 
● Letter re Revised Environmental Science Proposal was approved. 
● Transfer tracking document has been updated by all members. 

 
II. Accounting Concentrations Proposal Economics Revision 
In the previous version of the proposal, CEP had concerns with the addition of nine upper 
division courses and two lower division courses for a concentration. The committee asked the 
department to revise the concentration so that it added no more than two courses to the major, or 
consider creating a new Accounting major. The revised proposal has eliminated three upper 
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division courses. The department provided evidence that students can complete the concentration 
in normative time, and explained that it did not believe that a pure Accounting major would be 
suitable. 

After discussion, CEP agreed to approve the concentration for the Business Management 
Economics (BME) major only, where overlapping requirements would result in three additional 
courses for the concentration. In order to maintain reasonable consistency in what a 
concentration means across various programs, CEP would not approve the concentration for the 
remaining four Economics majors. CEP would also invite the department to submit a proposal 
for a new Economics & Accounting major, in addition to or instead of the BME (Accounting) 
concentration. 

III. Review Responses from Departments to CEP’s letters regarding Program Statements
The following program statements were reviewed:

● Biomolecular Engineering

● MCD Biology

● Computational Media:

● Music

● Economics

● Earth and Planetary Sciences: Approved.

● Sociology

● Philosophy: Approved.

● Spanish Studies

● Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

● Classical Studies: Approved.

● Applied Linguistics and Multilingualism

IV. 180 Unit Waiver Review Continued from last week
Last week members started a discussion on changing or removing the two unit credit waiver. VPDUE
Hughey suggested that awarding credit units for OPERS courses could help; per systemwide regulations,
campuses cannot allow students to transfer in more than 6 unit credits from CCC’s (we allow the
maximum) but the campus does not offer credit for our own physical education courses. Members
decided to support the award up to one unit credit for a select number of courses. Additional materials
from OPERS were discussed and is supportive of the proposal. The enrollment is currently at about 70%
and OPERS staff do not see any problem with additional enrollments at this time.
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Members voted on the maximum number of credits a student could earn (3.0) and agreed to the 
following criteria: 

● A single cap on credits for both local and transfer students
● OPERS courses would be offered for 0.5 and up to 1.0 credit with only pass/no pass grading

option (the courses currently carry this option)
● Up to 20 OPERS courses could be approved by CCI next year, so that the consequences of

graded PE courses can be tested.
● CEP will draft a letter to the VPDUE for consideration

V. Continued Review of Major Qualification Policies
The committee continued the discussion on the type of information/data that it would need from
departments (and/or IRAPS) to review existing major qualification policies or create new policies. The
committee discussed Category 2 MQC policies, to add to the discussion of Category 1 policies from the
previous week.

Summary 
Category I (Required completion of one or more courses): These policies are generally reasonable. 
However, barriers to completion should be reviewed: long chains of prerequisites, length of waitlists and 
number of offerings per year, fail/withdraw rates and entry quizzes.  Request a report that determines the 
common quarter most students complete the requirement and analyzes the barriers. 

Category II (Require completion of courses, with no more than one failing grade): there must be 
justification to defend the requirement. CEP should examine students who are borderline cases and their 
success rate in the major: how does the graduation rate of students in the major who have failed one major 
qualification course compare to campus averages? All questions for Category I are also relevant here.  

Committee  on Educational Policy, 2017 – 18 


