
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ ACADEMIC SENATE 
 

 
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, November 18, 2015 

11 am-1:30 p.m., Kerr Hall, Room 307 
 

Present: Doris Ash, Faye Crosby, Matt Guthaus, Erica Halk (NTSF Rep.), Dee Hibbert-Jones, Seamus 
Howard (SUA Rep.), Sean Keilen,(Provost Rep.), Tonya Ritola, Vanessa Sadsad (SUA Rep.), Tchad 
Sanger (Registrar, ex-officio), Felicity Schaeffer, John Tamkun, (Chair), Susanna Wrangell (staff).  
 
Absent: None.  
 
Guests: Associate Registrar Claxton and VPDUE Hughey. 
 
I. Executive Session Discussion on CEP and CCI Legislation for Winter Senate Meeting 

Members have approved the draft legislation with corrections and will be sent to COC and RJ&E for 
review and placement on the winter quarter Senate meeting for Senate approval. 
 
Regular Session began at 11:45 a.m. 
 
II. Announcements 
Chair Tamkun will be following up on a request for appropriate make up examination practices in 
course syllabi on campus. He updated members on the clarification of the relationship between the 
College Core Course and lower-division writing requirements. 

 
Consent agenda items were approved with the October 14 and 21, 2015 minutes and the C Minus Memo 
to Faculty.   

  
III. Music Department External Review Deferral Request 
The Music Department Chair has sent in a request to VPAA Lee for a year deferral for their external 
review. During our discussion, members were divided evenly on approving or denying the request.  Some 
members believe that the department made a strong argument in support of their request, but others felt 
that the review should be conducted as scheduled due to the seriousness of the concerns raised by the 
Department in its mid-cycle report. Although CEP members are sympathetic to the Department’s situation, 
we are concerned that the requested deferral of the external review may not be in the interests of the 
students in their program.  CEP members will defer the decision under the authority of the VPAA. 

IV. Review Revised Proposed Minor in History of Consciousness 
The History of Consciousness has addressed CEP concerns and submitted a revised proposal for a minor.  
Members commend the department for addressing previous concerns and approved the minor for the 2016 
– 17 academic year.  CEP will make a recommendation to the Division concerning staffing needs with the 
addition of this minor. 
 
V. Course Approvals 
● CLEI 160, 61, and 161 
Members reviewed the courses at the last meeting and approved CLEI 160 for winter quarter as the first 
in a series of courses for the Education for Sustainable Living sequence. Members agreed that the course 
sequence can provide undergraduates with a positive learning environment, particularly for those who  
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want experience teaching and for those who enjoy experiential learning within an interdisciplinary course 
structure. Yet, we do have questions concerning CLEI 61 and 161. The committee was intrigued by these 
courses but wishes to conduct further research on how to best support such innovative course structures 
so that they are quality credit-bearing experiences. 

 
After some discussion, CEP members approved CLEI 61 and 161 conditionally, for one year. At the end 
of this year, we will request a revised proposal so that we can review the outcomes and feedback on the 
course offerings and figure out an appropriate pathway for this student-led course structure. As part of this 
conditional approval, CEP would like to request additional information on four points:  
 

(1) How will students in CLEI 61 and 161 receive adequate oversight for all grading and 
assignments? Right now, the Provost is slated as the primary point of contact for student projects, 
which seems infeasible and inappropriate. We are curious about the training provided for student 
mentors working with the CLEI 61 and 161 undergraduate students, especially those working with 
upper-division students. Can you please clarify the ongoing training and oversight process?  

(2) We have questions concerning students’ participatory action research, and we would like to 
know if students would work with the Office of Research Compliance in order to receive IRB 
approval for data collection from human subjects. 

 
(3) We are curious about the nature of the CLEI 61 and 161 courses in relation to the student-
directed seminar (SDS) course designation. How is the structure you propose different in regard 
to the role students play in instruction? 

 
(4) A considerable portion (20-30%) of the evaluation criteria for CLEI 61 and 161 course is based 
on students’ attendance at lectures and team meetings. We are concerned about the rigor of this 
approach and the precedent it might set for future courses. Further, members agree that students’ 
attendance is not sufficient to warrant 20-30% of a course grade. What changes might you propose 
to ensure that the courses are evaluated in keeping with UCSC’s standard measures for course 
evaluation?  

 
We recognize that CLEI courses fulfill part of the requirements for the Sustainability Minor and offer 
exploratory interdisciplinary topics of interest to student instructors and to students who enroll in the 
course. CEP realizes that we may indeed need a new course category to address students’ collaborative 
teaching engagement within a structure that provides minimal supervision or oversight. The committee 
wishes to conduct more research on the mechanisms and criteria needed to create clearer guidelines for 
submittal and approval of a course series of this type. We realize that further discussion about creating a 
pathway for courses of this type that support interdisciplinary collaboration will be necessary.  

In short, based on receipt of the above information, the committee unanimously agreed to approve the 
course sequence for the current year with a pass/no pass grading option for the courses offered during 
spring quarter. We understand that this one-year approval will affect the Sustainability Minor, and we will 
discuss making an exception at a future meeting if necessary. We will also continue discussing how to 
create a pathway for courses of this type, which are an exception to our current policy. 
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● Oakes 11: Approved. 
 
● FILM 80V: Moved forward to December 2. 
 
● Math 2 and Math 2T: Major Revision to Math 2 and the addition of a new 2 credit interactive course.   
CEP members and representatives were impressed with the department’s creative approach to teaching 
Math 2 and the three distinct student populations that will be served: students who need to re take it, and 
students who are borderline between Math 2 and Math 3. 

 CEP approves Math 2 and Math 2T and supports this type of experimental course in the best interest of   
our students with the following conditions: 

● On Math 2, the Department will keep the same title and course description of the current course. 
Information on the interactive way the course will be taught and the placement through ALEKS 
should be added as a comment in the class schedule notes section. .  

● Math 2T has been approved as new course with the proposed course title and description. This 
class should also have a comment noting that students must enroll by permission.  

● Data on the impact of the use of ALEKS as a placement and supplementing learning tool on 
students at UCSC and other institutions should be provided. 

● CEP requests a report by end of Spring 2016 for review before the courses are offered again 
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