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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, December 07, 2011 

Kerr Hall Room 307, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Mark Anderson, William Dunbar, Joel Ferguson, Melissa Gwyn, Pam Hunt-Carter (Registrar, 
ex officio), Stephen Sweat (NSTF Rep), James Wilson, Peter Young, Susanna Wrangell (Staff), Eileen 
Zurbriggen (Chair).   
  
Absent: Justin Riordan (SUA Rep), The Provost Representative. 
 
Guests: Cher Bergeon (Academic Preceptor Designee), Margie Claxton (Associate Registrar), Richard 
Hughey (VPDUE), Barbara Love (Articulation Officer), Michael McCawley (Associate Director of 
Admissions).  
 

I. Announcements:   
Associate Registrar Claxton updated members on spring course approvals which need to be 
approved by January and encouraged sub -committee members to visit her office soon. Most courses  
are from the Social Sciences Division. Chair Zurbriggen reported on this week’s SEC meeting 
where members discussed the ongoing discussion of re-benching, preparing departments for our 
next WASC review, summer session development and the curriculum major map project. SEC will 
be sending a positive response on the UCSC Police handling of the Hahn protest. It was a positive 
outcome for protesters and the campus police with no violent reinforcement or property damage. 
The Hahn staff did an exemplary job of re locating services to meet students needs while being 
“occupied”. VPDUE Hughey updated CEP on the on line course evaluations pilot. Some 
departments are participating in the pilot program this quarter. Currently, there is not enough 
capacity for students to complete the SR general education requirement, only 4000 seats were 
available and about 5000 were needed.  Divisions are currently working on this issue. 
 

II. Community Studies (CMMU) Review 
Chair Zurbriggen changed the order of the agenda and started the meeting discussion on the  
disestablishment of the Community Studies Department, but not on the major. VPAA Lee is 
requesting additional comments from Senate committees on the Dean’s request for disestablishment.  
Senate committees commented last spring on this issue. Majors can become difficult to administer if 
the faculty leave the department, but it can be managed if those faculty can teach the necessary 
courses via their new department affiliation. After bringing the committee up to date over 
department issues during the past three years, members decided on the following for the response 
due December 15: 

• CEP has no jurisdiction over establishment or disestablishment of departments only with 
academic majors and programs 

• Academic programs and departments are closely connected 
• The processes should focus on the needs of the undergraduates before any decisions are made 
• The UC Compendium indicates that systemwide consultation is not necessary for the 

discontinuance of any academic program, except in the case when a program is "the last one 
of its kind" in the UC system ( CEP believes that this applies to the Community Studies 
major) 

• CMMU was a viable program for 40 years and has many successful alumni donors 
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III. Requests for Community Studies (CMMU) FTE Transfers 
These are requests to transfer the two remaining CMMU ladder faculty to divisional appointments 
and were included in the packet on disestablishment of the  Community Studies Department. CEP 
members decided to wait on the final decision and carry this item forward to a future agenda in 
winter quarter. The response is not due until March 2012. 
 

IV. Request for FTE transfer Professor Andrew Szasz   
VPAA Lee is requesting CEP’s recommendation on Professor Andrew Szasz request for an FTE transfer 
from Sociology to the Environmental Studies Department. Committee members discussed the request 
and felt it was well justified for a faculty member to be in a discipline where their interests lie and be 
engaged. The committee had a few concerns: 

• How will the Sociology major structure be maintained by both sponsoring agencies, this is not 
addressed by  the departments only by Profess Szasz in his MOU 

• Sociology will be transferring FTE to the Environmental Studies Department, what is the 
justification for the transfer of resources? Sociology will lose resources. 

• How will transferring resources impact undergraduate education? 
• Will this be a split appointment, with teaching work load roll ups and TA allocations something 

like 33%66% in each department, respectively? 
• Will Sociology courses be staffed the same as others in the Sociology department, with 

necessary TAs, this is not clear in the MOU and also includes three courses in Environmental 
Studies  

• If this is a five year proposal, and there are no more core theory faculty are around in 5 years, 
what is the minimum level of faculty needed to deliver the core theory courses in the next four 
years? 

CEP will send a response by the January 13, 2012. 
 

V. Request from Senate Chair on VPDUE Classroom Proposal  
CEP members discussed the revised course time proposal in VPDUE Hughey sent to the Senate 
Chair on November 28, 2011. SEC discussed this proposal briefly and will be requesting more data 
and other information on choices before committees respond. CEP members did not think a quick 
response would help departments cope with scheduling changes and other factors concerning busing 
and room scheduling. Members decided to wait and not comment at this time.  CEP Chair 
Zurbriggen will send an email to the Senate Chair, that the committee is not commenting at this time 
but supports requesting more data, and analyzing carefully to make a reasonable decision. 
 

VI. Jewish Studies Revised DC Proposal 
The DC curriculum plan for this major was established during the General Education reform when 
the whole committee reviewed these proposals. It was decided then when a major made a course 
change in their curriculum, the request should also be reviewed by future CEP committees, as a 
whole, for consistency. The Jewish Studies Major is requesting a revision to their DC curriculum 
after the successful launch of the major this year, the Co-Chairs feel these additional courses will 
allow students to pursue their interests and gives them additional courses to choose from. The 
individual courses have to meet the guideline standards and the curriculum of the courses have to 
meet the discipline requirements. CEP members approved the revised course offerings for HisCon 
190A/JWST 190A. CEP would like clarification on the following from the department before the 
revised DC curriculum can be approved: 

•  CEP would also need to review the catalog program statement so all the documents are 
available to complete the process 
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• Confirmation from other departments or sponsoring agencies courses  included in the  DC 
plan, that the necessary TA support is provided 

• -CEP sub-committee members will work with the Jewish Studies faculty to clarify language 
for LTPR 190Y, it appears from the description that the students need to complete more than 
one paper. 

 
VII. Disqualification Policy and Admission to the Major Policy   

Carried forward due to lack of time. 
 
So attests, 
Eileen Zurbriggen, Chair 
Committee on Educational Policy 


