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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 
MINUTES 

 
March 17, 2010 

Wednesday, 11 am-1:30 p.m., Kerr Hall, Room 307 
 
Present:  Holly Cordova (NSTF Rep), Cormac Flanagan, Jimin Lee, Roxanne Monnet (Staff), 
Eric Porter, Deanna Shemek (Provost Rep), John Tamkun (Chair), Eileen Zurbriggen. 
 
Absent:  Pam Hunt-Carter (Registrar, ex officio), Matthew Palm (SUA Rep), Deanna Shemek 
(Provost Rep), Peter Young. 
 
Guests:  Margie Claxton (Associate Registrar), Elaine Kihara (Academic Preceptor Designee), 
Barbara Love (Articulation Officer), Michael McCawley (Associate Director of Admissions). 
 
I. Announcements and updates. 
 
Last week’s Forum on Modernizing the Narrative Evaluation System was non-controversial.  
There seemed to be general agreement that making them instructor-optional was the best 
compromise. 
 
Chair Tamkun recently spoke at the campuswide advising forum.  He gave an update on GE 
reform and provided a sample advising sheet mapping which GE requirements would be met 
through the major requirements of that degree.  The staff at the meeting expressed that this 
would be a very useful document for them to use in student advising.   
 
Some departments have not submitted program statements.  If late submissions include requests 
that need full committee discussion they may need to be postponed until next year since it is no 
longer clear whether CEP will have the time to address them this year. 
 
II. General education topics. 
 
CEP reviewed and approved the consent agenda of general education (GE) course approvals.  An 
update on the status of the review process was given.  Members were asked to submit draft form 
letters with GE follow-up questions by Friday. 
 
The Committee discussed strategies for tracking the fulfillment of the Disciplinary 
Communication (DC) requirement.  CEP felt that the requirement should be automatically 
satisfied by courses that are required for the major, whether it is satisfied over one or multiple 
courses, as opposed to asking students to enroll in DC courses.  In this way, students will be 
guaranteed to satisfy the requirement prior to graduation without additional tracking by staff.  
 
A draft letter asking follow-up questions for Practice: Service Learning (PR-S) proposals was 
approved.  Checklists for the Practice: Collaborative Endeavor (PR-E) and Perspectives in 
Environmental Awareness (PE-E) were confirmed.   
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III. SEC proposal to modify SCR 9.2 on Narrative Evaluations. 
 
CEP considered the Senate Executive Committee’s (SEC) proposal to make narrative evaluations 
optional.  Although the proposal is not as simple as it would have been to either keep or cancel 
the Narrative Evaluation System (NES), it provides a compromise that may be more acceptable 
across the faculty than past proposals have been. 
 
No students spoke against narrative evaluations at the forum.  Some students admitted that they 
were basically unaware of them until recently.  There was a good discussion of why we would 
want to have an NES system and what it might look like.  Students expressed concern that 
whether to write evaluations would be at the discretion of the faculty member.  It was noted that 
most students do not necessarily request that narrative evaluations be included when they order 
transcripts.   
 
If the legislation passes, CEP will need to update its policy and guidelines.  The Committee on 
Academic Personnel will consider what actions to take to have narrative evaluation timeliness 
removed from the personnel review process. 
 
IV. Admission to Major policies draft letter. 
 
Vice Provost and Dean for Undergraduate Education (VPDUE) Ladusaw suggested changes to 
CEP’s draft letter on admission to the major policies, which will be circulated to members 
electronically.  The question of what data are needed has not yet been answered.  CEP noted a 
need for cyclical reconsideration of impacted Majors.   The letter will be finalized by email.   
 
V. Catalog Topics. 
 
The request to change the Environmental Studies disqualification statement will be carried 
forward, as will their request to establish a disqualification and/or admissions policy for the 
combined major with Economics.  CEP needs to have a more in-depth discussion of questions to 
be answered before such requests will be considered. 
 
VI. Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate credit. 
 
Some of the current courses allowed for Advanced Placement (AP) and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) credit have already been approved to carry one of the new GE designations.  
CEP was asked whether, as a first pass, it was logical that the equivalent of those courses when 
taken elsewhere would be allowed to continue to satisfy GEs.  For an upcoming meeting, 
Associate Director for Admissions Michael McCawley will make available a set of all AP and IB 
test information.  If course credit and GE credit are to be separated for these courses, one or the 
other cannot be coded into AIS. 
 
VII. Language Program consultation. 
 
Professor and Associate Dean of Humanities Mark Cioc and Professor and Language Program 
Chair Shigeko Okamoto visited CEP to discuss possible changes to language curriculum at 
UCSC.  The Language Program will be able to keep Portuguese, Hebrew, and Russian, and a 
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portion of the Hindi curriculum.  Hindi 5 and 6 will be discontinued.   These courses have been 
funded by a donor.  That funding did not continue this year nor did the vision of an endowed 
chair come to fruition.    
 
All languages need a programmatic connection to a program, in the thinking of the Humanities 
Division.   If there is no connection between Portuguese language instruction and LALS or other 
programs within two years it will probably be discontinued.  The Russian focus also needs to be 
rebuilt.  A Spanish studies major proposal is being considered.  If approved, Hebrew will be 
needed for the new Jewish Studies Major.  Hindi appears to be orphaned.  There will be minimal 
cuts to French and Spanish relative to the high demand for these courses.  Five percent of 
UCSC’s students are on-track to complete two years of Spanish.  They are trying to restore a 
Chinese course that is required for one major. 
 
The Language Studies major is in Linguistics.  It was suggested that the campus may need to 
rethink that major in the larger context of language instruction.  Linguistics recently decided to 
reduce their language requirement in Japanese and Chinese from 6 to 5. 
 
CEP asked how they track the need and desire for language courses.  They explained the ability 
to plan for students required to take particular courses for their major.  They surveyed current 
literature students and found that 60 percent of them were already in a language series.  It was 
not clear how they plan for majors that do not specify a particular degree.  They would like to 
look at all students who enter a language 1 course to understand some past patterns that may be 
useful for predicting future student interest.  For example, in Global Economics students have 
taken Spanish, Japanese, and Chinese in that order. 
 
The group discussed what constitutes basic language training.  The standard in French is 6 
quarters, 5 courses for German.  It may be that German 6 could be converted to a literature 
course. The struggle to find a text for Spanish 6 may indicate that the basic training is covered in 
5 quarters.  For Education Abroad four quarters of Portuguese is acceptable.  More instruction is 
required for Russian, Chinese, and Japanese.   
 
Members pointed out that summer intensive language formats do not stay with students unless 
they extend their learning into the next year.   
 
CEP asked about the status of the GE course proposals that they have learned are in the 
Humanities Dean’s Office.  Professor Cioc will check on their status and send an update to CEP. 
 
 
So attests, 
 
John Tamkun, Chair 
Committee on Educational Policy 
 
 


