
UCSC,  Santa Cruz, and Bay Area Recreational Resources, Activities, and 
Events 

Largely based on http://apo.ucsc.edu/employment/faculty-relocation/index.html. Images mostly 
from http://www.santacruz.org 

 

 
 

Exercise and Outdoor Activities 

UCSC Office of Physical Education and Recreation (OPERS) 

Santa Cruz Fitness Centers 

Simpkins Family Swim Center 

Mountain Bikers of Santa Cruz 

Santa Cruz Sierra Club 

Santa Cruz Area Camping 

Santa Cruz County Outdoor Activities 

Santa Cruz County Parks 

California State Parks 

Wildlife Adventures 

http://apo.ucsc.edu/employment/faculty-relocation/index.html
http://www.santacruz.org/
http://opers.ucsc.edu/
http://www.yelp.com/search?cflt=gyms&find_loc=Santa+Cruz%2C+CA
http://www.scparks.com/Home/SimpkinsFamilySwimCenter.aspx
http://www.mbosc.org/
http://www.sierraclub.org/ca/
http://www.explorer1.com/santacruz/camping.htm
http://www.santacruz.org/things-to-do/outdoor-activities
https://www.parks.ca.gov/
http://www.santacruz.org/things-to-do/wildlife-adventures


 
 

Local Beaches and Parks 

 

Año Nuevo State Reserve 

Arana Gulch 

Big Basin Redwoods State Park 

Castle Rock State Park 

DeLaveaga Park 

Elkhorn Slough 

Forest of Nisene Marks State Park 

Harvey West Park 

Henry Cowell State Park 

Highlands Park 

Lighthouse Field State Beach 

Loch Lomond Recreation Area 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=523
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/index.aspx?page=595
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=540
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=538
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/parks-recreation/parks-beaches-and-open-spaces/community-parks/delaveaga-park
http://www.elkhornslough.org/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=666
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/parks-recreation/parks-beaches-and-open-spaces/community-parks/harvey-west-park
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=546
http://www.scparks.com/Home/Parks/ListofAllCountyParks/HighlandsPark.aspx
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=550
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/water/watershed/recreation


Manresa State Beach 

Natural Bridges State Beach 

Neary Lagoon Wildlife Refuge 

New Brighton State Beach 

Pogonip 

Santa Cruz Circle Trails 

Santa Cruz City Neighborhood Parks 

Santa Cruz Mission 

Santa Cruz Wharf 

Seacliff State Beach 

Sunset Beach 

Twin Lakes State Beach 

Wilder Ranch State Beach 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=545
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=541
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/parks-recreation/parks-beaches-and-open-spaces/community-parks/neary-lagoon
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=542
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/parks-recreation/parks-beaches-and-open-spaces/open-spaces/pogonip
http://ecotopia.org/trail/
http://cityofsantacruz.com/departments/parks-recreation/parks-beaches-and-open-spaces/neighborhood-parks
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=548
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/parks-recreation/community-recreational-cultural-facilities/santa-cruz-wharf
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=543
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=544
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=547
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=549


 
                                                                                                     

Events Calendars 

Santa Cruz Upcoming Events   

Good Times Calendar of Events   

The Tannery Arts Center Events Calendar  

The 418 Project Events Calendar  

UCSC Monthly Calendar (campus and community)   

 

Local Annual Events   

Strawberry Festival  

Monte Fireworks 

  

http://www.santacruz.org/upcoming-events
http://www.gtweekly.com/santa-cruz-area-events.html
http://tanneryartscenter.org/events/month/
http://the418project.com/calendar/
https://events.ucsc.edu/month
http://cityofwatsonville.org/visitors/strawberry-festival
http://www.monte-foundation.com/


 

  

Arts Organizations/Performances/Dance Classes    

UCSC Arts Division Events    

Actors’ Theater   

Bay Shore Lyric Opera    

Cabrillo Music Festival    

Cabrillo Stage    

Cultural Council of Santa Cruz County    

Jazz Society of Santa Cruz County    

Jewel Theater Company   

Kids on Broadway    

Kuumbwa Jazz Center    

Monterey Bay Events  Arts  Crafts  Theater    

Mountain Community Theater    

http://arts.ucsc.edu/news_events/all_upcoming_events
http://www.sccat.org/
http://www.bslopera.com/
http://www.cabrillomusic.org/
http://www.cabrillostage.com/
http://www.ccscc.org/
http://www.santacruzjazz.org/
http://www.jeweltheatre.net/
http://www.kidsonbroadway.org/
http://kuumbwajazz.org/
http://www.montereybay365.com/event/detail/441279067/Monterey_Bay_TheatreFest_Arts_Crafts_Faire
http://www.mctshows.org/


Santa Cruz African Dance  

Santa Cruz Art League   

Santa Cruz Baroque Festival   

Santa Cruz Chamber Players   

Santa Cruz Chorale  

Santa Cruz City Band   

Santa Cruz County Symphony   

Santa Cruz Mountains Art Center   

Santa Cruz Tannery-Dance Events and Classes   

 

 

Santa Cruz Things to Do 

Santa Cruz Antique Faire   

Santa Cruz First Friday   

Santa Cruz County Recreation Programs   

Fun Things to Do in Santa Cruz    

   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/264376810262273/
http://www.scal.org/
http://www.scbaroque.com/
http://www.scchamberplayers.org/
http://www.santacruzchorale.org/
http://www.sccityband.org/
http://santacruzsymphony.org/
http://www.mountainartcenter.org/
http://www.tanneryworlddance.com/
http://www.downtownsantacruz.com/wordpress/downtown-antique-faire/
http://firstfridaysantacruz.com/about/
http://www.scparks.com/Home/RecreationPrograms.aspx
http://www.santacruz.org/things-to-do/arts


 

 

Food/Restaurants  

Grocery Store Listings   

Restaurant Guide   

Santa Cruz County Restaurant Guide   

 

Wine Country  

Wine Country   

Santa Cruz Mountains Winegrowers Association   

Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association   

http://www.yellowpages.com/santa-cruz-ca/grocery-stores
http://www.restauranteur.com/ca/santacruz/specsvcs.htm
http://www.santacruz.org/food-drink
https://www.winecountry.com/
http://www.scmwa.com/
http://montereywines.org/


 

 
 

Farm Fresh Produce/Gardening/Horticulture  

UCSC Arboretum   

UCSC Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems   

Area Farmer's Markets   

Bay Area Gardener   

California Certified Organic Farms   

California Rare Fruit Growers   

Camp Joy Gardens   

Community Alliance with Family Farmers   

Homeless Garden Project   

Monterey Bay Master Gardeners   

Live Earth Farm   

http://arboretum.ucsc.edu/
http://casfs.ucsc.edu/
http://www.santacruzfarmersmarket.org/
http://www.gardens.com/
http://www.ccof.org/
http://www.crfg.org/
http://www.campjoygardens.org/
http://caff.org/
http://www.homelessgardenproject.org/index.php
http://www.montereybaymastergardeners.org/
http://www.liveearthfarm.net/


Local History  

Santa Cruz History  

 

Local Museums 

Santa Cruz Museums Association   

Capitola Historical Museum   

Museum of Art and History   

Santa Cruz Surfing Museum   

 

Local Attractions 

Monterey Bay Aquarium   

UCSC Seymore Marine Discovery Center   

Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk   

Roaring Camp Railroad   

Mystery Spot  

 

 

http://www.santacruzpl.org/history/
http://www.santacruzmuseums.org/
http://www.capitolamuseum.org/
http://www.santacruzmah.org/
http://www.santacruzsurfingmuseum.org/
http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/
http://seymourcenter.ucsc.edu/
http://www.beachboardwalk.com/
http://www.roaringcamp.com/
http://www.mysteryspot.com/


 

Wellness 

Well Within Spa 

Kiva Retreat Spa 

Santa Cruz Wellness  

Santa Cruz Integrative Medicine 

Santa Cruz Yoga Classes 

Free Yoga Classes at Patagonia, Santa Cruz 

Free Qi Gong Classes at UCSC, Tu Thu 2:15 Porter Quad 

 

Other resources 

Community and Diversity: resources and volunteer groups  

Exploring the Greater Bay Area 

http://wellwithinspa.com/
https://www.kivaretreat.com/
http://www.santacruzwellnesscenter.com/
http://santacruzintegrativemedicine.com/services-2/
https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8%23q=santa%20cruz%20yoga%20classes&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=36970346,-122029920,2096&tbm=lcl&rldimm=3547356090171017096&tbs=lf_msr:-1,lf_od:-1,lf_oh:-1,lf_pqs:EAE,lf:1,lf_ui:2&rlfi=hd:;si:;mv:!1m3!1d37587.74008552085!2d-122.0085158!3d36.97034655!3m2!1i1116!2i566
http://santacruz.hilltromper.com/events/free-yoga-patagonia-santa-cruz
https://www.facebook.com/QiGongSantaCruz/posts/789404607755924
http://apo.ucsc.edu/employment/faculty-relocation/community-and-diversity.html
http://apo.ucsc.edu/employment/faculty-relocation/greater-bay-area.html

